
THE FACTS ABOUT DISCIPLINE IN AIKEN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
There is no soft approach to student discipline. The declared mission of the Aiken County Public 
School District’s Code of Student Conduct has been to address unwanted student behaviors, 
within the school environment, to the greatest extent possible.  This mission has been the same 
for three decades.   
 
Implementation of consistent expectations for student behavior is critically important to the 
learning environment and culture of school buildings. In the absence of a school and district-
wide commitment to implementing consistent behavioral expectations and, when necessary, 
administering consistent consequences, an inconsistent application of the Code results. Such 
was the case in Aiken County Public Schools. In 2016, district personnel, school leaders and 
parents reviewed discipline data and worked together to re-establish consistency in 
implementation in pursuit of the original intent of the community-based compilation of 
expectations.   
 
Students with special needs and/or Individual Education Plans (IEP) are subject to school discipline. 
There is no “10-Day Rule.” Students with federally-defined disabilities are guaranteed educational 
rights under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  Among its protections, the law 
requires documentation of certain activities and efforts aimed to redirect inappropriate behavior 
before a student with specialized needs and/or an IEP is removed from the learning environment 
for more than ten (10) total days each year.  If required activities and efforts take place and are 
documented, a student may be suspended/expelled beyond ten (10) days.  School 
administrators are responsible for balancing the individual rights of students, those with and 
without disabilities, with the overarching need to foster a safe and nurturing school 
environment.  Claims that any student is exempt or excused from behavioral expectations are 
not factual.   
 
Classrooms and schools are not “out of control.” Human nature sometimes draws our focus to 
controversy, while ignoring perspective and overlooking positive aspects of circumstances. In a 
school district like Aiken County’s with more than 24,000 students, student population is 
equivalent to that of a city such as Aiken, with a population of 30,721, or North Augusta, with an 
estimated 22,930 residents.  
 
During the 2017-18 school year, 36% of classroom teachers submitted less than five student 
discipline referrals.  During the same time span, 40% of students, Kindergarten to 12th grade, 
had three or fewer referrals submitted due to their misbehavior.  Nearly 67% of ACPSD students 
completed the last school year without a single discipline referral.  
 
We think it is sensational that the vast majority of our roughly 1,500 teachers have experienced 
few to no classroom disruptions. Likewise, thousands of students each year experience few to no 
reprimands or reports related to unwanted behaviors. While there are circumstances when 



student behavior does not meet the stated expectations of our schools and community, general 
claims that our schools and classrooms are "out of control" are just not factual.     
 
Students who commit violent acts or threaten the school environment are dealt with swiftly and 
according to the Student Code of Conduct. School administrators are charged with establishing 
and maintaining a safe and orderly school environment. Intentional behaviors that threaten the 
safety of students and staff are not tolerated; violating students can and have been removed 
from the school environment.   
 
During the 2014-15 school year, nearly 100 students were removed from the school district due 
to misbehavior. These students were provided no option to continue their education.  In 2016, 
our District began utilizing personalized online learning platforms to continue the education of 
students who were removed from the school environment due to a disciplinary issue.  Over the 
past three school years, a total of 49 students were removed from the traditional school 
environment due to disciplinary issues, but were provided the opportunity to continue learning 
virtually.  
 
 


